
 Presentation to  Mayor Vanderheyden and Members of Council 



Agenda: 
• What it is 
• Where it is 
• Impacts 
• What we’ve done 
• What’s next 
• Recommendation 
• Questions 

 



Emerald Ash Borer is a non-native, invasive 
insect that has been in Southern Ontario 
since 2002.  Once EAB is detected, almost 
all ash trees in that area can be expected 
to die within 10-15 years. Ash trees are an 
extremely important component of the 
urban forest in that they are one of the 
large-stature, long lived species. 



EAB belongs to a group of wood-boring 
beetles commonly found in Asia. 

The adults lay individual eggs 
distributed on the bark of the tree and 
the larvae bore through the bank and 
feed on the inner (vascular) tissues 
below, thereby disrupting the trees 
ability to transport water and nutrients. 



Approximately 1,000 ash trees affected 
or 20% of our urban and rural forest. 
• In residential areas on boulevards 
• Along rural roads 
• In parks 
• Private property 
 



EBA was first discovered in Windsor, 
Ontario in 2002.  Since then, many other 
have had positive EAB identification.  
EAB is now confirmed in 27 Ontario 
Counties. Once detected, municipalities 
must monitor and manage the pest with 
their own resources. 



Trees are a major component of our 
green infrastructure and, consequently, 
widespread loss of ash trees in urban 
forests and residential landscapes will 
have significant economic, environmental 
and social impacts.  The impacts include 
the costs to implement a management 
plan, the loss of tree canopy and the 
indirect costs associated with the 
environmental and social value of trees. 



Before & After 



Tanya Street, Strathroy 



 



Developed an inventory of ash trees in 
the Municipality of Strathroy-Caradoc in 
partnership with the St. Clair Region 
Conservation Authority (2009); 

 Inventory included GIS mapping 
coordinates and condition information 
relative to EAB. 
 





 Initiated removal of many ash trees from 
residential area of Parkview Estates, 
Strathroy (2012); 

 In 2011 and 2012, removed several ash 
trees on rural roadways 

Removed ash trees from Mount Brydges 
Lions Park and Thomas Street, Mount 
Brydges (2012). 
 
 



Conducted a review of the condition of 
ash trees in the community by Roads 
Department to determine areas of 
priority (2013). 
 



Develop a plan to remove ash trees with 
the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) disease;  

Develop a plan to replant where feasible 
and when budget allows; 

Develop a communications and public 
education strategy. 



 IN ADDITION TO WEB-SITE AND MEDIA 
INFORMATION; WHERE ASH TREES ARE 
REMOVED FROM THE BOULEVARD, 
RESIDENTS WILL BE ADVISED IN ADVANCE 
PURSUANT TO THE TREE BYLAW. 



2013 Prorities - Removal: 
1. Removal of 25 ash trees on Tanya Street 

and Riverview Area in Strathroy; 
2. Completion of removal in Parkview 

Estates, Strathroy; 
3. Alexandra Park, Strathroy (engage 

logging firm); 
4. Rural Roadways – Caradoc. 



2013 Prorities - Replant: 
1. Replanting of approximately 10 trees on 

Tanya Street and Riverview Area in 
Strathroy (Fall 2013); 

2. Replanting of approximately 15 trees in 
Parkview Estates (Fall 2013); 

3. Community planting project in 
Alexandra Park, Strathroy in partnership 
with the St. Clair Region Conservation 
Authority (Fall 2013). 



No budget implications for the 2013 
budget year, as staff will work within 
current budget parameters; 

Staff will put forward a request for the 
2014 budget based on the formalization 
of a 3 year tree management plan (within 
the budget limitations established). 



THAT: Council supports the 2013 
priorities identified to manage the 
emerald ash borer disease in Strathroy-
Caradoc. 
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